Chinwag session at Swinburne Library, Tuesday 8 October 2024
2.35pm - 3.35pm

i HOW Can a THeSauRus
HeLP Me WITH MY encLISH?

> Part 1. Welcome to Chinwag for Term 4!
To start, let’'s hear from everyone with a short talk about any topic they like! Perhaps
discuss what you did during the holiday break.

Talking about ANY topic is good practice for improving your conversational English!

> Part 2. What is a Thesaurus?
Agilisaurus, Allosaurus, Brachiosaurus and Brontosaurus are the names of
dinosaurs — animals that roamed the Earth many millions of years ago.

But a Thesaurus is not a dinosaur! It is a collection of words that are similar to each
other. A Thesaurus is a list (usually in alphabetical order) that shows words that
have exactly the same, or nearly the same, meaning.

Words that are related to other words that have similar meanings are called
synonyms.

You will increase your English vocabulary, both written and spoken, by using a
Thesaurus!

See page 2 to find out where you can locate a copy. Thesauruses are available as
books, on the internet and within the Microsoft Word software.

> Part 3. Pick-a-Topic card with the new Roleplay options!
Conversation and roleplay topics are written on the small cards which are placed
face-down on the table. A student selects one card and speaks about that topic.

If you don'’t like the topic on the card you selected, you can put the card back on the
table (face-down) and choose another one.

There are lots of different topics to choose from!
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> \Where to locate a Thesaurus

From a Library or Bookshop
Thesauruses are published in books. You can find a copy to purchase in many bookshops.
You can also read a copy in a public library. Perhaps there is a copy in the Swinburne

Library!

Using a Thesaurus on the internet

T Thesaurus.Com View definitions for innovative /1

adjective (1) i n n Ovat ive @

as in creative
Example Sentences
Related Words
Synonym of the Day

adjective as in creative Compare Synonyms

Synonyms Antonyms

Strongest matches

contemporary ingenious inventive new original

Above: https://www.thesaurus.com is one of many web sites
that cover the topic of synonyms.

Thesaurus feature in Microsoft Word

ready learners, research with ) )
impact, and innovative m——) Synonyms GP inventive
enterprise. It will shape the way

& cut

B2 Copy

ﬁ Paste Options: ground-breaking
F‘D groundbreaking

A Eonti advanced

57 Paragraph... state-of-the-art

Define pioneering

Ey Translate original

new

& search with Bing
Thesaurus...

& Hyperlink...
E‘ New Comment

Step 1.
Step 2.
Step 3.
Step 4.

Note

Left-click your cursor to place inside the word that you want to search
for its synonym. In the example above (in red) ‘innovative’ has been selected.

With the cursor inside the selected word, right-click your mouse to open the
options box shown above.

When the options box opens, move your cursor over the word ‘Synonyms’
in the list.

A new box will open displaying all the synonyms for the selected word.(Left-click one of
the synonyms in the list to replace the original word in your document.)

At the bottom of the synonym list there is a further option of clicking the Thesaurus...
link or its icon. This will open a new box on the right-side of your computer screen
showing additional synonyms.

> Chinwag notes can be downloaded from: https://chinwag.ajeffrey.net
ajeffrey, #14, 8/10/08
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